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A new section to Your Family Tree's reviews, here's our guide to the
latest newly-released data CDs - reviewed by James Taylor

The Lancashite 1861 Census
1

"PC ® PUBLISHER: S&N British Data Archive [w]lwww.britishdataarchive.com [t]101722 716 121
& ® PRICE: £59.95

his is a new release of 200,000 you would microfiche or the real books. NAVIGATION: With
images of census pages in a The street index on each CD arranges streets arranged
boxed set of 24 CDs, covering street names alphabetically and refers alphabetically, it's
the whole of Lancashire including you to the appropriate piece, so youcan  easy to find the one
Liverpool, Manchester and Preston or,  scroll down the list of streets to find the you want by
more specifically, piece numbers -one you want. Alternatively, you can use scrolling down or
RG9/2650-3173. Each CD covers a Acrobat Reader’s Find facility. Of course, you can use
Registration District, based on you need to know which area your Acrobat Reader’s

street is in and hence which CD to use. Find command
If you have no idea at all, there's a
master index on CD24.

The census is arranged by Registration
District and Sub-District, and you can
find these from the bookmarks. The
information comprises addresses, full
names, relationship to head of
household, occupations, ages, gender,
whether married or not, parish and
County of birth, medical disabilities,
and employment status. You may have
to struggle with the Victorian lettering
and to help you there’s a brief note on

parliamentary boundaries, and has
linked area and street indexes.

Using Acrobat Reader 4 or 5 you get
the familiar split-screen, with a left-
hand panel for the bookmarks and a
larger, right-hand panel for the images.
Unlike the online 1901 Census you
can't search for individual names,
although S&N is working on a separate
name index (in which purchasers of this
set can participate). In the meantime
there’s a street index for areas of high
population, plus a district index.
Otherwise, you have to scan the pages as

National Burial Index for England and Wales

"PC @ PUBLISHER: FFHS & Associates, TWR Computing [wl www.twrcomputing.co.uk [t]101284 828 271
} T @ PRICE: £59.95

he first CD covers burials from ™ | EXPORT RESULTS:
I 1538 to 1825 and CD2 covers ' Aswellas being
burials from 1826 to 2000 - displayed, search
very contemporary in genealogical results canbe
terms. The chronological arrangement printed or
was adopted to avoid splitting the exported to
data across three disks, which would | BGEDCOM, dBase lII
have been necessary with an (.DBF) or HTML
alphabetical arrangement owing to formats
grouping of surname variants. ; g : |

The National Burial Index (NBI)
claims more than 5.4 million burials in
England and Wales from 1538 onwards,
taken from some 4,440 burial registers.
The coverage is best for 1813-1837. No
monumental inscriptions or death
registrations are included. The NBI
Project was begun by the FFHS in 1994,
and this First Edition of the Index is the
work of more than 50 member societies.
Transcribers were encouraged to record

‘as seen’ from the source originals —
accounting for some bizarre spellings.
You can search on a number of
parameters: date, standard surname and
forename synonyms, a list of uniquely-
occurring surname spelling variants, or
by using ‘wildcards’. You can restrict
your searches by county, town or, in
some cases, registration district. By
default, surname searches will return the
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reading handwriting in the introducton
guide. One benefit in having an image ¢
the original document is that you can

make up your own mind about indisting
entries and not have to rely on an indexi
The guide has more helpful information
definitions, a map of population density
and notes on the Census books, spoiled
only by referring to the 1891 Census. B

A comprehensive, partially indexed
Census listing for 1861 Lancashire

names that match what you entered,
plus a number of variants. You can
search on forenames only, (including a
multiple forename) or a combination of
forename and surname.

Data returned includes forename(s)
and surname of the deceased; date of
burial; age; County (historic); place;
name of the church, chapel or cemetery
where the burial was recorded. Search
results are displayed in a table, which
can be sorted on any column, and on a
small map of England and Wales.
Records can be tagged for printing or
export to other applications.

The NBI does not contain full
transcriptions of the burial records - it's
an abbreviated index, and you will need
to check the original source record. B

Fully-indexed burials with some
versatile reporting
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