Choosing Software

It’s all relative

Family historians wishing to commit
their research to PC have a bewilder-

ing selection of software to choose e
from. But how do you pick which is '
best for you? James Taylor cuts
through the hype

"I_‘(Eg basic interface for most leading titles is the family card.






Family History Online

TIPS

Printouts

Almost all software can produce drop-line descendant charts
on-screen. Resulting printouts can spread across reams
of paper which you have to glue together. To tame your charts
check out Family Tree Maker's book-format, or Ancestral
Quest's Line of Descent chart.

(although strangely no drop-line descendant chart). The most impres-
sive is the Narrative report, which can be used for descendants,
ancestors or ancestors with children, and includes notes, source
bibliography, photographs and an index. It can also form the basis
of a book whose other chapters can include pedigree charts,
family and individual summaries, a picture scrapbook, photo tree,
descendants and kinship lists, all fully indexed and for as many
individuals or families as you like. You can output to PDF (Adobe
Acrobat), export to your word processor (in RTF format) or
create a website with photos, notes, sources, index, surname list
and GEDCOM file.

Times Family Tree

Usability: @9@

Flexibility: @

Presentation: @

Approximate price: £9.99

Homepage: www.gsp.cc

Times Family Tree is one of the cheapest on our list, but for that
price you still get all the essential features — but not a lot else.
You can make the usual entries, of course, and add photographs
and sound clips for a multimedia album. There are a variety of
family tree print outs, including a selection of certificate templates.
The program can also analyse your family statistics, including
average number of children. However, there are no text reports.
You can import and, perhaps more importantly, export GEDCOM
files when you’re ready to move on.
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Gedcom What happens if you want to move your data from
one title to another? You don’t have to retype it all in — you
can use a GEDCOM file. GEDCOM stands for GEnealogy Data
COMmunications, is a dedicated file format for genealogy
data transfer. Most titles have their own unique file format,
but can accept GEDCOMs.

PDF file A file format which captures all the elements of a
printed document as an electronic image that you can view,
navigate, print, or forward to someone else. PDF will appear
exactly the same on any computer. To use the files, all you
need is the free Acrobat Reader (www.adobe.com).

RTF (Rich Text Format) A format which allows you to
transfer word processed documents between different
programs. Such files have the suffix .rtf.
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Before you buy Before you pay any money for a program,
it's a good idea to test it first to see if you like the way
it works. Many have demo versions free to download —
Legacy's free standard version, for example, is a pretty
capable program in its own right.

UK software There are some titles that have been tailored
for the UK researcher. These are worth considering
because they offer ready-made forms for filling in data,
specifically designed for British standard sources. Of course
you can get by with US titles as many allow you to create
your own forms.

Managing without Remember you will already have software
on your computer which could be used for family history.
Database and spreadsheets programs, and even Microsoft
Word, can be used to compile family history data. You should
also have a graphics package which you can use to draw
your own tree — much more time consuming than ready-for-
matted trees, but it does give you total control.
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